
The story behind the pictures.... 
 
The photo exhibition was born out of a deep 
appreciation and respect for the Romanian 
Roma families who are part of the Roma 
Project Coventry. The Roma Project Coventry 
has a drop-in session at the Broad Street 
Centre in Foleshill, Coventry where the 
women gather to learn English and the 
children play, sing and paint together. 
These brave women and I have been meeting 
for almost a year now, working hard on 
learning English. The inclusive community 
that we have built over the course of the 
last months has been possible due to their 
willingness to commit and embrace new things 
and experiences.  
 
Antony and I met over coffee one cold 
December afternoon. I wanted to thank him 
for his help with the ``¡Flamenko Coventry!” 
festival that I had co-organized. As a 
gesture, I offered to take him for a nice 
warm cup of coffee. We met at a nearby café 
and started discussing Coventry. Antony's 
passion for the city and his knowledge of 
its history inspired me. The more he talked 
the more I realized how culturally diverse 
this city was and still is. I asked him 
about Foleshill and what he knew about the 
area and in particular, the Romani community 
that lived here. He said that he didn't know 
much about the community and started asking 
me questions. Suddenly, I was the one 
schooling him on his city.  I told him about 
the Romani families currently living in the 
UK and those that were right around the 

Canal living in Foleshill.  The Roma 
Coventry Project was discussed and my deep 
admiration for the Roma Women and families 
was the centre of our conversation. His 
intent listening and my love for these 
families suddenly gave birth to the idea of 
a Roma Family Picture day. I said that I 
would love to do something nice for them and 
a family picture would be wonderful. After 
all, a picture is worth a thousand words... 
and so “Family Matters/Chestiuni de familie” 
was born.  

Rosamaria K. Cisneros 
 

THE FAMILIES  
Mimi and Petrica Nicolae, 

Narcissa and Marin Rupita:  

The Tranca Family:  

 
Gheorghe Family:  
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The Roma Project 
 

Roma Project is a non-profit organisation founded i n 2010 
as a constituted body but we have experience dating  back 
to 1990s giving in depth knowledge of the Roma cult ure and 
the needs of this community. We help developing the  
education of the Roma community in Coventry, W.shir e and 
the wider United Kingdom by providing and assisting  
mainstream education providers, such as schools and  
colleges in order to improve the attainment and beh aviour 
of children from the Roma people. 
 
We support the relief of financial hardship by prov iding 
free legal advice and assistance to persons from Co ventry, 
Warwickshire and the wider United Kingdom who, thro ugh 
lack of means, would otherwise be unable to obtain such 
advice.  
 

http://romaproject.org/about-us  
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